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COVID-19 has infected 7 million people worldwide. The weaknesses of international health
cooperation in the management of this pandemic are now very visible to the international community.
A series of questions arise: What are the structural problems that hinder the functioning of international
cooperation? What are the issues with international cooperation that this pandemic has exacerbated,
when compared to the cases of Ebola, SARS, and MERS? What is the cue to strengthen the system of
international health cooperation in order to prepare for future pandemics?

This SSU forum consists of two panels. The first panel focuses on the structural problems of
international cooperation facing the COVID-19 pandemic. The second panel focuses on the socio-
political aspects of the COVID-19 pandemic. The session begins with discussions on how the entire
United Nations system responded to the COVID-19 pandemic and on the UN’s challenges and prospect
for future pandemic from the perspective “Human Security” and SDGs. Subsequently, the second panel
focuses on analyzing the sociopolitical problems caused by the prevention policies of each country, as
well as by the pandemic itself.
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Panel 1: Structural Problems of International Health Cooperation in the COVID 19 crisis

The first panel clarifies those structural problems of international health cooperation which have been
made visible through the countermeasures to the COVID 19 pandemic, and discusses the overall
perspective.

The International Health Regulations (IHR) requests countries to report to the World Health
Organization (WHO) every time an infectious disease is detected. However, many countries lack the
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capability and willingness to perform such task. In the face of the COVID 19 pandemic, even considering
China’s slow reaction, WHO could not intervene effectively. This situation reflects a more general
problem, namely that national sovereignty can cause obstacles in the path of international health
cooperation.

In addition, a discussion exists about whether WHO’s policies were delayed because the authority to
declare an emergency, which is necessary to trigger the full mobilization of international
countermeasures, is concentrated in the hands of the director-general. In addition, WHO has been
criticized for allegedly considering China’s position of key importance. What is therefore the problem
with leadership against this pandemic?

Based on these discussion points, this panel discusses possible improvements on the international
health cooperation structure after this COVID 19 crisis.
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Panel 2: Sociopolitical Problems caused by COVID 19

The second panel focuses on the socio-political aspects of the COVID 19 pandemic. The session
begins with discussions on how the entire United Nations system responded to the COVID-19 pandemic
and on the UN’s challenges and prospect for future pandemic from the perspective “Human Security”
and SDGs. Subsequently, the second panel discusses the sociopolitical problems caused by the
prevention policies of each country, as well as the more general consequences of the COVID 19
pandemic.

Western countries, where COVID 19 has infected a very large number of people, are facing difficulties
in the implementation of dynamic policies. Some commentators criticize that this rigidity, exposed by
COVID 19, reflects the weakness of democratic governance, which has difficulties to regulate freedom
of movement. However, others have expressed concern about the strengthening of government power in
this emergency. For instance, the Hungarian government has passed an act declaring an indefinite state
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of emergency, allowing the Prime Minister to rule by decree during the entire period.

In many African developing countries, where the COVID 19 has spread later than other parts of the
world, most governments have implemented prevention policies, including border closures and
lockdowns since the very early stages, because they feared that the pandemic may destroy their weak
political, economic, and medical system. These strict measures increase the risks for the livelihood of
poorer people. In the light of all this, the need emerges for a large-scale international cooperation, not
only concerning COVID 19 but also for various other kinds of health and safety threats.

Based on the current global situation, this panel discusses how to address and solve the sociopolitical
problems caused by COVID 19.

[ B3 5 RS )
KET L —H—>

BR F— HRKY EPEIREMAER B Kkvva it X
— k¥ —F

FRR P2 FE . R R R E eI L 3R AL B R, 7 v 7 o
A MEEEA L L TA = — VRZRZBRICE T, BRKZHEASR 25T B
FAEBD, TERPERFZRT, BB, B KPR 20280 B
BIZ AR T, 1999 ENSBHE, 74 VL RETOT L X —REHE,
TarRX - RTFUARFREEHBHERE BHEZ, KBy Fr—7 ¢
VY CEBEE N R E SR REE, EEE LT (B2 iET 5]
(2001). €7 7 v—oaE] (2002), [TIEL WS (ZARH12H 5 00] (2003), FFD
U7 U XA] (2004) CAfEHELEZE) . TEEEBOE] (2007)., M40 5441 (2013) 2dH 5,
0T CEBRBIGICET S 27 A, B BT CBUERGR 2 B L TV D,

Kiichi Fujiwara Director of the Institute for Future Initiatives / Professor of Graduate Schools of
Law and Politics, the University of Tokyo

Professor Kiichi Fujiwara graduated from the Faculty of Law, the University of Tokyo. He studied as
a Fulbright student at Yale University. He first joined the faculty at Chiba University, moved to Institute
of Social Science of the University of Tokyo, and has taught at the Graduate Schools for Law and Politics
since 1999. He held positions at the University of the Philippines, the Johns Hopkins University, the
University of Bristol, and was selected as a fellow of the Woodrow Wilson International Center at
Washington D.C. Prof. Fujiwara’s works on international affairs include Remembering the War, 2001;
A Democratic Empire, 2002; Is There Really a Just War? 2003; Peace for Realists, 2004 (winner of the
Ishibashi Tanzan award, 2005); International Politics, 2007; and Conditions of War, 2013. Professor
Fujiwara is a regular commentator on international affairs who writes a monthly column for the Asahi
Shimbun. He also writes a weekly film review for the Mainichi Shimbun.
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Kenji Shibuya Professor and Director of Institute for Population Health,
King’s College London, United Kingdom
Professor Kenji Shibuya is currently Director, University Institute for Population Health at King’s
College London. His expertise ranges across important topics in global health policy. Dr. Shibuya has
been an advisor to both central and local governments, and most recently he was appointed as Special
Advisor to the Director-General of the World Health Organization on health metrics and systems and a
member of the Scientific Advisory Committee of Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations, a
new vaccine fund. He spearheaded the future strategic directions of the Japanese global health policy
agenda after the Hokkaido Toyako G8 Summit in 2008. He led the Lancet Series on Japan, published in
2011 in an effort to jump-start debates on Japanese domestic and global health policy reform. He chaired
the landmark Advisory Panel on Health Care 2035 for the Minister of Health, Labour and Welfare in
2015 and co-chaired the Future Innovations Working Group jointly organized by the Ministry of Health,
Labour and Welfare and the Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry. He obtained his MD at the
University of Tokyo in 1991 and earned a doctorate of public health in international health economics
at Harvard University in 1999.
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Ayako Takemi Project member, Institute for Future Initiatives, the University of Tokyo
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Dr. Ayako Takemi earned a Ph.D. in law, with a specialization in global health governance, from the
University of Tokyo in 2017, along with an MPH from the Harvard School of Public Health, and LLB,
LLM from the University of Tokyo. While pursuing her doctorate, Ayako served as an adjunct lecturer
at Aoyama Gakuin University, and an intern for the World Health Organization and the Hague
Conference for Private International Law. After graduation, she worked for the Center for Global
Development and the World Bank, focusing on the pandemic preparedness and health financing system.
She is now working for a global strategic consulting firm.
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Hideaki Shiroyama Professor, Graduate Schools for Law and Politics, and Graduate School of Public
Policy / Vice Director of Institute for Future Initiatives, the University of Tokyo

Professor Hideaki Shiroyama graduated from the Faculty of Law. Prior to current position he served
as research associate, lecturer, and associate professor of Graduate Schools for Law and Politics, the
University of Tokyo. His research focuses on international administration, science, technology and
public policy, and public policy process. He serves various committee and advisory councils at Ministry
of Education, Science, Technology, Culture and Sports, Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Cabinet Office, Cabinet Secretariat in Japan's government.
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Yukio Takasu Special Advisor to the Secretary-General of the United Nations on Human Security /
Former Permanent Representative of Japan to the United Nations / Chairman of the NPO "Human
Security" Forum / Visiting Professor at Ritsumeikan University

Ambassador Takasu has a long and distinguished diplomatic career related to the United Nations
activities in the Government of Japan, the United Nations, and as an academic. After joining the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of Japan, Ambassador Takasu served as Counselor for the Japanese Mission to the
United Nations, Director of the United Nations Policy Division, and Minister of Japanese Embassy in
Indonesia. In 1993 as Assistant Secretary-General of the United Nations (Controller), he had overseen
the budgetary and financial affairs of the United Nations. In 1997, Ambassador Takasu served as
Ambassador of Japan to the United Nations, representing Japan at the United Nations Security Council.
In 2000, he was appointed to Director-General of the Global Cooperation Department of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, in charge of promoting international cooperation on human security, infectious diseases,
and climate change. After serving as Permanent Representative of Japan to the International
Organizations in Vienna, Ambassador Takasu was appointed as Permanent Representative of Japan to
the United Nations (2007-2010). During the tenure, Ambassador Takasu assumed twice the Presidency
of the Security Council. From 2012 to May 2017, he was responsible for the overall administration and
management of the United Nations as the Under Secretary-General for Management. He has been Special
Advisor to the Secretary-General on Human Security since 2010. Ambassador Takasu is former
professor of the University of Tokyo and National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies. Ambassador
Takasu has co-authored and edited books including SDGs and Japan: Human Security Index for leaving
no one left behind (2019), and Oral History:50 Years of Japan and the United Nation (2008).
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Yee-Kuang HENG Professor, Graduate School of Public Policy, the University of Tokyo

Professor Heng graduated from the London School of Economics and Political Science with a B.Sc.
(First Class Honours) and then PhD in International Relations funded by a UK ORSA research
scholarship. After completing his PhD, he held faculty positions lecturing at Trinity College Dublin,
Ireland (2004-2007), the University of St Andrews in Scotland, United Kingdom (2007-2011) and the
Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, National University of Singapore (2011-2016), where he also
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served as Assistant Dean for Research. Professor Heng conducts research on the transformation of
warfare, globalization of risk, and UK-Japan security cooperation. His fourth and most recent book is

‘Managing Global Risks in the Urban Age: Singapore and the making of a Global City’ (Routledge,
2016).
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Kazuyo Hanai Assistant Professor, Institute for future Initiatives, the University of Tokyo

Dr. Hanai graduated from the University of Tsukuba (B.A. in History), and the Graduate School of
Education (M.A. in Education). After serving as a teacher at Seijo Gakuen high school, she graduated
from the Graduate School of Public Policy (MPP in International Public Policy), and earned a Ph.D. at
Graduate School for Frontier Sciences of the University of Tokyo (Ph.D. in International Cooperation
Studies). Prior to joining IFI, she served as Project Research Associate at Graduate School of Public
Policy of the University of Tokyo. She joined IFI in April, 2018. Her research focuses on the relations
between the conflict minerals issue in the DR Congo and responsibility of Japanese consumers. Her
recent book is ‘Justice of Resource Issue: Responsibility of Consumers on Conflict Minerals Issue in
DR Congo’ (Toshindo, 2016). In 2019, she has established NPO RITA-Congo. Also, she works on peace
education.



