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Dr. Kazuyo Hanai holds a Ph.D. in International Cooperation Studies 

from Graduate School for Frontier Sciences of the University of Tokyo. 

Prior to joining IFI, she served as Project Research Associate at 

Graduate School of Public Policy of the University of Tokyo. She joined IFI in April, 2018. 

Her research focuses on the relations between the conflict minerals issue in the DR Congo 

and responsibility of Japanese consumers. Her recent book is ‘Justice of Resource Issue: 

Responsibility of Consumers on Conflict Minerals Issue in DR Congo’ (Toshindo, 2016). In 

2019, she has established NPO RITA-Congo. Also, she works on peace education. 
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Dr. Christian S. Otchia holds a Ph.D. in International Development from 

Nagoya University. He was a national consultant for the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and a full-time lecturer at the School of 

International Studies, Kwansei Gakuin University, before assuming his current position in 

2018. Dr. Otchia specializes in industrial policy and econometrics. His latest publications 

include Designing Integrated Industrial Policies Volume I & II (Editor, Routledge, 2020), 

among others. 
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Dr. Laban Kithinji Kinyua holds a Ph.D. in area-based global studies from 

the Graduate School of Global Studies at Sophia University. After graduating from Sophia, 

he worked as a Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (JSPS) post-doctoral fellow at 

the Department of Global Politics, Faculty of Law, of Hosei University. He later joined the 



Faculty of Global Studies at Sophia University as a research fellow in 2021. Since April 2022, 

he has worked as a research fellow at the IAAMES of Sophia University. His research 

explores the livelihoods of rural sub-Saharan Africa through the lenses of politics. His current 

project involves an exploration of the engagement of youths in rural Africa with digital 

platforms. 
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Research Fellow: 
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Dr. Rangarirai Gavin Muchetu holds a Ph.D from Doshisha University 

focusing on the development of agricultural cooperatives in Japan and 

Zimbabwe. He also completed his post-doctoral research from the same 

University which saw the publication of a book titled “After Radical Land Reforms: 

Restructuring Agricultural Cooperatives in Zimbabwe and Japan.” He has over ten years 

experience in peasant and rural agricultural marketing strategies and community 

development. 


