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Yoshio Furukawa, PhD

Since 1993, he has served as a researcher in Technical Research and Development Institute
(TRDI), Japan Defense Agency. He conducted research on the hydrodynamics and
underwater unmanned vehicle mainly. He received the PhD in mechanical engineering from
Aoyama-Gakuin University, Japan, in 2001. In Oct. 2024, he was appointed Director of
Breakthrough Research Unit, Defense Innovation Science and Technology Institute (DISTI),
ATLA, responsible for managing the breakthrough research programs.
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Seiji Manabe

He graduated from the National Defense Academy and joined Japan Air Self-defense Force
(JASDF) in 1999. After completing flight training with the U.S. Air Force, he worked as a
tighter pilot for the F-4E] Kai at Misawa Air Base, Aomori, Japan. After working at the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Joint Staff Office (JSO), Air Staff Office (ASO), the Staff College,
the National Space Policy Secretariat in Cabinet office (NSPS), and the Southwestern Air
Defense Force (SWADF), he is currently working as a chief of Innovation Driving Office for
Emerging Technology in ASO.

He obtains his MA for international relations from The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy,
Tufts University in 2015, and completed the US-Japan Program as associate at Weatherhead

Center for International Affairs, Harvard University in 2016.
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Yoshito Suzuki

Joined Air Self-defense force in 2008 as a technical officer and researcher, engaging in
research on electronic warfare and simulation. In 2015, graduated from the master’s Course,
Graduate School of Science and Engineering, the National Defense Academy in Kanagawa
prefecture, Japan. In March 2021, he joined Innovation Driving Office, Chief of Air Staff

Office, and has engaged in work related to research and development for air power assets.



