Speaker’s biography

Ji-Young Lee is an Associate Professor of International Relations at
American University’s School of International Service, where she
holds the C. W. Lim and Korea Foundation Professorship of Korean
Studies. Trained as a political scientist, she has written on Asian
historical international relations, regional security order and the US

alliance network in East Asia, and South Korean foreign policy. She is

the author of Chinas Hegemony: Four Hundred Years of East Asian
Domination (Columbia University Press, 2016). She has published articles in journals, including
Security Studies, International Relations of the Asia-Pacific, the Pacific Review, the Australian
Journal of International Affairs, and the Journal of East Asian Studies. She previously taught at
Oberlin College as a Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow in Politics and East Asian Studies. Outside academia,
she served as the inaugural Korea Policy Chair and a Senior Political Scientist at the RAND

Corporation

Naosuke Mukoyama is an Associate Professor of Global
Governance at the Institute for Future Initiatives, University of
Tokyo. His research examines the emergence and development of
the sovereign state, covering state formation, resource politics,
and historical international relations. He is the author of Fueling

Sovereignty: Colonial Oil and the Creation of Unlikely States

(Cambridge University Press, 2024). His work has appeared in
European Journal of International Relations, Comparative Politics, and Democratization,
among others. Before joining UTokyo, he was a Postdoctoral Fellow at the Department of
Politics and International Studies at the University of Cambridge. He received his DPhil
(Ph.D.) from the University of Oxford, and his MPhil and LLB from the University of Tokyo.

Antoine Roth is Assistant Professor at the Graduate School of
Law of Tohoku University in Sendai. His research and teachings
focus on China’s foreign relations, on the international politics
of East Asia and on the evolution of international order in the

region. He holds a Master in Asian Studies from the George

Washington University and a PhD in international politics from
h the University of Tokyo. He is the author of A Hierarchical
Vision of Order: Understanding Chinese Foreign Policy in



Asia (Bristol University Press, 2023).

Ryo Sahashi is a Professor of International Relations, Institute for
Advanced Studies on Asia, the University of Tokyo. Dr. Sahashi
specializes on international politics in East Asia. He sits on
government panels including the Council on the Use of Real
Estate and the Advisory Board for Promoting Science and

Technology Diplomacy. He also works as Visiting Fellow of

Keidanren Policy Research Institute. He has been visiting
scholars with Stanford University, the Wilson Center, and Seoul National University. He sits
on the board of Japan Center for International Exchange and National Bureau of Asian
Research.

Dr. Sahashi received his Ph.D. from the Graduate Schools for Law and Politics at the
University of Tokyo. His recent books are US-China Rivalry: A Shift of American Strategy
and Divided Worlds (Chuko, 2021) and In a Search for Coexistence: the United States and
Two Chinas during the Cold War (Keiso, 2015), and he edits America Under Trump. Divided
at Home, Watched by the World (The University of Tokyo Press, 2025), and Asia Rising: A
Handbook of History and International Relations in East, South and Southeast Asia (Springer,
2024). He has been on the editorial board on Asia Policy, Japan Studies (HUFS), and

International Journal of Asian Studies.



