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The nexus of international politics in climate change and water resource
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Climate Change Politics has been gaining attention since the beginning of the twenty first century. Research on
this topic has become important in the field of international politics and international relations. Since 2019, the
SDGs Collaborative Research Unit of Institute for Future initiatives (IFI) has launched a research project
investigating the nexus of international politics in terms of climate change and water resources with case studies
of the Global South. The project consists of three parts. Firstly, this research project clarifies the ways climate
change poses stresses on societies and politics, and how such stresses contribute to social instability, resource
acquisition competition, armed conflicts, and increase of refugees and immigrants. Secondly, this research project
considers how nations and societies at the grassroots conduct mitigation and adaptation to contribute to “Climate
Change Resilience”. Finally, this research project discusses global governance with addition of “Climate
Security” as a new concern for national security.

The purpose of this symposium is to publish the contents of this research project, which has reached midpoint
of the three-year plan, and to obtain feedback from researchers and practitioners. Furthermore, by notifying that
IF1 is conducting a research project on Climate Change Politics, our hope is to stimulate research communities

toward activation of related research.
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Panel 1: Risk Assessment of Climate Change and Counteraction

A sense of caution that environmental changes due to climate change might cause serious social
issues is increasing year by year. “The Global Risk Report 2021,” published by the World
Economic Forum, cites “Climate action failure” as the second risk, next to "Infectious diseases",
which might have a serious impact on society. How do international organizations and governments
assess climate change as a social risk and implement prevention and mitigation policies?

Furthermore, can climate action using scientific technologies solve the issue or create another
risk? The first panel examines the current situation of the risk assessment of climate change and
counteraction.
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Panel 2 : Climate Change and Conflicts
Shaped by complex mechanisms, the effects of climate change are not uniform across societies. As long as
nature adopts various forms, the impact of extreme events such as heat waves, cold waves, hurricanes, floods, and

droughts will not result uniformly. The second panel compares complex mechanisms concerning water politics in



South East Asia, Latin America, and Sub-Sahara Africa. Through these cases, the panel examines what socio-

economic and political conditions affect climate change resilience of nations and societies at the grassroots.
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Kiichi Fujiwara Professor, Graduate Schools of Law and Politics / Director, the Institute for Future
Initiatives, the University of Tokyo

Professor Kiichi Fujiwara graduated from the Faculty of Law, the University of Tokyo. He studied
as a Fulbright student at Yale University. He first joined the faculty at Chiba University, moved to
Institute of Social Science of the University of Tokyo, and has taught at the Graduate Schools for
Law and Politics since 1999. He held positions at the University of the Philippines, the Johns
Hopkins University, the University of Bristol, and was selected as a fellow of the Woodrow Wilson
International Center at Washington D.C. Prof. Fujiwara’s works on international affairs include
Remembering the War, 2001; A Democratic Empire, 2002; Is There Really a Just War? 2003; Peace
for Realists, 2004 (winner of the Ishibashi Tanzan award, 2005); International Politics, 2007; and
Conditions of War, 2013. Professor Fujiwara is a regular commentator on international affairs who
writes a monthly column for the Asahi Shimbun. He also writes a weekly film review for the
Mainichi Shimbun.
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Hideaki Shiroyama Professor, Graduate Schools for Law and Politics, and Graduate School of Public Policy/
Vice Director of Institute for Future Initiatives, the University of Tokyo

Professor Hideaki Shiroyama graduated from the Faculty of Law. Prior to current position he served as research
associate, lecturer, and associate professor of Graduate Schools for Law and Politics, the University of Tokyo. His
research focuses on international administration, science, technology and public policy, and public policy process.
He serves various committee and advisory councils at Ministry of Education, Science, Technology, Culture and
Sports, Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Cabinet Office, Cabinet Secretariat

in Japan's government.
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Yee-Kuang Heng Professor, Graduate School of Public Policy, the University of Tokyo

Professor Heng graduated from the London School of Economics and Political Science with a B.Sc. (First Class
Honours) and then PhD in International Relations funded by a UK ORSA research scholarship. After completing
his PhD, he held faculty positions lecturing at Trinity College Dublin, Ireland (2004-2007), the University of St
Andrews in Scotland, United Kingdom (2007-2011) and the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, National
University of Singapore (2011-2016), where he also served as Assistant Dean for Research. Professor Heng
conducts research on the transformation of warfare, globalization of risk, and UK-Japan security cooperation. His
fourth and most recent book is ‘Managing Global Risks in the Urban Age: Singapore and the making of a Global
City’ (Routledge, 2016).
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Masahiro Sugiyama Associate Professor, the Institute for Future Initiatives, the University of Tokyo.

Professor Masahiro Sugiyama holds a Ph.D. in climate science and a master’s degree in technology and policy,
both from MIT. Prior to joining UTokyo, he was a researcher at the Socio-Economic Research Center, the Central
Research Institute of the Electric Power Industry. He joined UTokyo in April, 2014. An expert on global
warming, he has worked on various topics related with climate change, ranging from energy efficiency in global
scenarios to citizens’ views on climate geoengineering. His works have been published in various academic

journals, including Nature (2016,Nature, Research management: Five years on from Fukushima).
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Nazia Hussain Project Assistant Professor, Institute for Future Initiatives, the University of Tokyo

Dr. Nazia Hussain earned her PhD in Public Policy from the Schar School of Policy and Government, George
Mason University. She has been the recipient of the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science postdoctoral
fellowship at the Center for Policy Research, United Nations University, and a Fulbright scholarship for an MA in
International Relations from Boston University. Her work focuses on intersections of political violence,
informality, organized crime and terrorism within the context of cities in developing countries, and how their
dynamics are contributing to local and regional processes with relevance for global concerns. She has contributed

book chapters, papers and policy monographs on organized crime and terrorism, violence and informality in cities.
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Takeshi Wada Professor, Graduate School of Arts and Sciences, the University of Tokyo
Professor Takeshi Wada graduated from the College of Arts and Sciences, The University of Tokyo (UTokyo). He
holds a Ph.D. in sociology from Columbia University. He was a visiting student at the Center for Sociological

Studies, El Colegio de México and a postdoctoral fellow at the Weatherhead Center for International Affairs,



Harvard University. Prior to joining UTokyo as associate professor of Latin American Studies, he taught
sociology as assistant professor at the University of Missouri Columbia in the United States. He was a visiting
scholar at the Jack W. Peltason Center for the Study of Democracy, University of California Irvine in 2019. His
work centers around the issues of development, democracy, social movements, and contentious politics. His
recent publications include ‘Repertoires of Contention across Latin America’ (The Oxford Handbook of Latin

American Social Movements, forthcoming).
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Kazuyo Hanai Assistant Professor, Institute for future Initiatives, the University of Tokyo

Dr. Kazuyo Hanai graduated from the University of Tsukuba (B.A. in History), and the Graduate School of
Education (M.A. in Education). After serving as a teacher at Seijo Gakuen high school, she graduated from the
Graduate School of Public Policy (MPP in International Public Policy), and earned a Ph.D. at Graduate School for
Frontier Sciences of the University of Tokyo (Ph.D. in International Cooperation Studies). Prior to joining IF1, she
served as Project Research Associate at Graduate School of Public Policy of the University of Tokyo. She joined
IFIin April, 2018. Her research focuses on the relations between the conflict minerals issue in the DR Congo and
responsibility of Japanese consumers. Her recent book is ‘Justice of Resource Issue: Responsibility of Consumers
on Conflict Minerals Issue in DR Congo’ (Toshindo, 2016). In 2019, she has established NPO RITA-Congo.

Also, she works on peace education.



